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COOLING DOWN 

Wakefield Council is warning everyone, especially 
young people and their parents, of the dangers of 
swimming in open water. 

As the coronavirus lockdown begins to ease, people 
have been enjoying the sunny weather in the 
district’s parks and country parks. However, there 
are concerns that people are swimming in the water 
at some of these sites, despite signs clearly warning 
them not to do so. 

Swimming in open water is extremely dangerous. 
Hidden dangers can lurk beneath the surface of 
ponds, lakes and flooded quarries, such as 
discarded waste which can trap people, as well as 
slippery rocks and sudden changes in water depth. 

But, if anyone is tempted by a cooling dip, please 
remember that water can become dangerously cold 
when it gets deeper and you never know what’s 
under the water such as tangles of weeds and 
rubbish, which raises the risk of drowning or of 
suffering a severe injury.  

Our emergency services and NHS are already 
under immense strain so please don’t put other lives 
at risk by putting your own life at risk. Please keep 
away from open water and stay safe. 

DISCARDED LITTER 

During the very warm 
weather, parks and open 
spaces have been 
awash with visitors, 
overflowing bins and 
discarded litter have 
been reported bulletins 
have been put out 
regarding take your letter 

home but sadly these in many places have been 
ignored.  Enforcement Officers (external) are being 
brought in to patrol the parks and open spaces to 
see if this makes any difference. 

GRASS CUTTING 

Council teams have continued cutting grass on, or 
adjacent to highways, roads and footpaths. This is a 
statutory obligation for the Authority. 
 
Any remaining gardeners are being deployed on 
maintaining schools, parks, bowling greens, golf 
courses, cemeteries and crematoriums although the 
main focus remains on cutting highways grass. 
 
Large areas such as parks, for the moment, are 
being left, when the current situation eases then 
normal service will be resumed.  
 
OTHER NEWS 
 
29 car parking areas have been reopened and 
social distancing signage introduced.  
 
Fishing clubs have been allowed to re
-open under social distancing 
guidelines. 
 
Enforcement and the Police will be 
focusing on breaking up groups of people who are 
not adhering to the self-distancing instructions at 
some of the busier Countryside sites.  
 
Signs have been installed at all facilities which could 
encourage congregation including tennis courts, 
play areas, Multi use Games areas and skate parks 
advising the public to social distance. 
 
Total number of calls for Environment officer for the 
last week have been 87 calls from the public and 42 
for the Dog warden service. 

 
 

 

CONTACT US:  

visit our FACEBOOK Page 

@working for you in ward 5 

Email councillorsward5@outlook.com 

COUNCIL UPDATE 

 
On the 3 June 2020, in West Yorkshire there are 
1,843 cases in Leeds, 1,343 cases in Bradford, 
761 cases in Kirklees, 756 cases in Wakefield 
and 296 cases in Calderdale.  



Supporting local small businesses 

The Council’s six markets support around 200 small businesses and 

over recent months the Markets Team has been working with traders to 

help them face the challenges presented to their businesses by the 

current lockdown measures and adapt for the future. Since the 

lockdown measures were introduced the Council has continued to run 

its markets to allow essential goods traders to operate. Whilst this has 

presented a number of challenges in ensuring the public, traders and 

staff are able to remain safe it has provided an importance source of 

fresh produce for local communities and a lifeline for a number of local 

businesses. 

This has been accompanied by ongoing work by the Markets Team to 

help traders successfully access the range of COVID support available for small businesses and the self-

employed, as well as helping traders plan for the changing retail landscape as the current restrictions are 

relaxed but social distancing measure remain.  

A particular focus on the business support and advice from the team 
has been on helping traders develop an online presence (or helping 
those who already had this increase their reach) to sell their products 
and, for those who are able to, diversify into delivery services. This has 
involved sharing best practice and learning between businesses, 
signposting traders to further support including training and funding 
opportunities and encouraging them to think differently about how their 
business can operate in the future.  This work will continue as we 
welcome back more traders into our markets as and when the wider 



 



Waste Sites now open for large vehicles 
and trailers, but visitors are being asked 

to remain patient.  

Much has been happening across the ward but 
its all been via Facebook, email or phone. 

Residents have been really 
concerned about fly tipping 
particularly in Havercroft 
Tup Lane, around Anglers 
Country Park along Back 
Lane Wintersett and 
Walton Nature Reserve. 

The Council are usually very good at collecting 
rubbish usually within 24 hours but this it taking 
up valuable resources that could be utilised 
elsewhere. 

The #stopthedrop campaign is being publicised 
in social media and the message ‘take your 
litter home’ is being promoted wherever we 
can. 

If anyone sees anyone fly tipping they should 
report straight away particularly if they see the 
vehicle and can get any of the registration 
number, without of course, putting themselves 
in danger.  

We have undertaken a ‘Smiley Sid’ initiative 
along Cow Lane because residents were 
concerned about speeding, however, during the 
hour we were there no one was recorded as 
travelling above the speed limit 30mph. 

It is our intention to undertake a number of 
these operations across the ward over the next 
couple of months.  

Both Crofton & 
Havercroft Food 
Banks continue to 
help struggling and 
vulnerable families 
across the Ward, 
however food 
donations are always required, if anyone can 
help please contact us. 

Walton Sports Club have recently been helped 
with a grant to update their Referee facilities at 
the club  

Crofton Cricket Club too are being helped with 
a grant to install bowling nets.  

Notton Play area has just been complete this 
will provide an updated play space for the 
children. 

Neighbourhood Improvement Grants of up to 
£1,000 are advertised and are available to any 
community groups, we are always available to 
help if anyone is unsure as to whether they are 
eligible.  

Love Where You Live 
Awards, each year 
WDH recognise those 
individuals or groups 
who are going that 
extra mile to help in 
their communities, once again Havercroft 
Parent Forum have been nominated, lets wish 
them luck.  

Contact Details 

Councillor Faith Heptinstall    07960 001497 

Councillor Albert Manifield    01226 726219 

Councillor Maureen Cummings  07834 997767 

If anyone requires any further 

information on any of the subjects 

mentioned please contact us and we will 

try and help. If anyone requires any help 

or support we are still ‘open for 

business’ contact details within this 

publication. 

Stay Safe,  

Albert, Faith & Maureen 

BUSINESS AS USUAL 


